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STATE MILITARY CONVENTION. 


CONCLUDED. 


Uniformity in the military system gives strength and dur- 
ability, and is true and lasting economy. The dress of the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates of 

each arm, should correspond in every part of the state,and if 
possible in the United States. A uniformity of tactics and 
evolutions should always be established. The public arms re- 
ceived by the state from the general government should be 
kept in like good order and repair, as received, at the expense 
of those who receive them, unavoidable loss and damages 
excepted. A strict responsibility must be enforced for their 
safety and good condition, so that on any emergency the 
arms and accoutrements may at all times be available and ef- 
fective. The abolition of the exempt law, and enrolling of 
every man between the proper ages,and the prompt collec- 
tion of fines, a uniform system, and the care of public pro- 
perty, will bring about a speedy reform and increase the 
fund in the treasury. It is recommended that this fund be 
kept separate and distributed equally among the militia offi- 
cers and volunteers. True €conomy in the military does 
not exist merely by restricting the pay of the officers who 
are to keep the system properly organized; but on the con- 
trary, reasonable compensation and enforcement, and strict 
responsibility and subordination, will lead to the desired 
result. 

It is indispensably necessary that the military should have 
proper advocates in our national and state legislatures. The 
activity and influence of the citizen soldier in former days 
could, without difficulty, elect such men as might be relied 
upon to defend their cause fearlessly. The time has again 
arrived when officers and volunteers should have an eye to 
their interests in selecting members without respect to party 
politics. There is no stronger evidence of a man’s republi- 
can principles, than by sincerely advocating the true and 
only defence of his country by a uniform and equal militia 
system, in opposition to an aristocracy about to be reared 
upon its ruins. It is evidence of opposition to popular in- 
stitutions, or ignorance of the true intent of a republican 
government, to find him in opposition to the militia system. 
Frequently young legislators are heard to oppose the system, 
by ridiculing it and opposing any appropriation to maintain 
it. Such men are undeserving a seat in our national or state 
legislatures. 


In the opinion of this Convention, the Military Academy 
at West Point is at variance with the Militia system, the 
Constitutional defence of our country. 

It is suggested whether means could not be adopted, to 
supply the country with persons possessed of all the infor- 
mation now obtained through the instrumentality of that 
academy, without the objectionable features in that institu- 
tion. The feelings and sentiments produced by the mode 
of selection and training of pupils, do not seem to harmonize 
witb the popular will of our country. Still the information 
now obtained at that institution being essential to the de- 
fence of the country, must be provided from other sources. 
That, it is believed, might be recieved by a proper organiza- 
tion of the literary institutions of the several states. In this 
mode a greater number could be fitted for military service, 
and the charge of partiality in selection of officers for the 
army, be avoided, by opening to all who choose to qualify 
themselves, access to the station of officers of the army. 
Therefore 

Resolved, That a committee of be appointed to draft 
a memorial in the form of a revised militia law, to incorpo- 
rate the views of this Convention, and that the officers and 
volunteers of Pennsylvania, pledge their undivided exer- 
tions to have it passed into a law, and that the said, commit- 
tee be the central committee of correspondence, to carry out 
the object of the Convention, and to correspond with com- 
mittees from other states, to effect a uniform militia system 
for the United States. 

Resolved, That the Militia system is the Constitutional 
defence of our country, and when well organized, can be re- 
lied upon. As the true national guard, we pledge ourselves 
to go into a thorough re-organization, and will take proper 
measures te procure good and efficient officers to inforce the 
law. 

Resolved, That we will use all honorable means to elect 
men to the legislature, who are friendly to the militia and 
Volunteer system. 

Resolved, That the Military Academy at West Point, is 
at variance with the militia system, and with the popular in- 
stitutions of our country, the true and only defence of a re- 
publican government, and should therefore be abolished. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the volunteers and to 
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all friendly to the citizen soldier, to make early and proper 
arrangements in the selection for officers, to settle upon none 
but such as are qualified, and who, if elected, will enforce 
subordination and strict responsibility. 

Resolved, That the practice of officers and volunteers 
petitioning the legislature for local laws to benefit a few of- 
ficers or volunteers, is selfish and improper. Such laws 
frequently take away the rights of others; the soldier shuuld 
never apply, and the legislature should not listen to such ap- 
plication, unless the application is intended to benefit the 
whole system. 

Resolved, That the able and well condycted paper, pub- 
lished at Windsor,Vt. entitled “The Citizen Soldier,’ de- 
serves the applause of all who are friendly to the militia 
and volunteer system, and should be encouraged. 

Resolved, That the Military Magazine, published by 
Huddy & Duval, of Philadelphia, is an enterprize which 
merits the attention of all interested in the militia system, 
and worthy of their patronage. 

Resolved, That our members of Congress be respectfully 
requested to make the necessary inquiry, respecting our 
harbours and fortifications, in order to ascertain whether they: 
are in such a condition as could be relied upon in case of an 
invasion from abroad. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this convention, all for- 
tifications should be manned by the citizen soldier, and 
abandoned in time of peace. 

Gen. Goodwin having called Col. Thompson, of York, to 
the Chair, took the floor in opposition to that part of the re- 
port in relation to the Military Academy at West Point. 
He was warmly in favor of every portion of the report of 
the committee, except the part relative to the Military Acad- 
emy, and he trusted that it would not be adopted by the 
convention. He concurred in the opinion expressed in the 
report that it was not necessary in this country to keep up a 
standing army ; and expressed it as his opinion that the citi- 
zen soldiers of the United States, who were the national 
guard of the Union, were fully competent in the defence of 
the country. But gentlemen must recollect that the science 
of war was not to be learned in a week or a month, and it 
was necessary to have an institution like the one at West 
Point, to educate men for the engineer service. He was 
aware that in case of war, we should have to draw a large 

number of our officers from the ranks of the militia, and he 
did not entertain a doubt, but, that there could be found 
among them as brave and energetic officers as ever com- 
manded a division; but still they might stand in need of the 
service of men of science to aid them in performing the va- 
rious diversified duties which devolved upon commanding 
officers. EXxxperience had taught us that it was necessary to 
keep up with the improvements of the times, and particular- 
ly so in regard to the improvements in the science of arms ; 
and so long as these improvements in military science could 
best be learned at West Point, he trusted there would be no 
attempt to abolish the Institution. He disagreed entirely 


‘ with those gentlemen who held that this was an aristocratic 


institution. It wasan institution which had been established 
by the republicans of the Union. It had given us many 
brave and accomplished officers, and had disseminated mili- 
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tary information among the people which could be obtained 
from no other source. He trusted, therefore, that there 
would be no effort made to put. down this institution until 
something better was obtained in its place, 

Gen. Diller said, that that portion of the preamble in rela- 
tion to the Military Academy was a mere suggestion, to 
draw public attention to the evil tendency of this institution 
to the country, and as it was well known that this institution 
was unpopular with the people, he could see no impropriety 
in calling attention to this subject. In regard to the resolu- 
tion which will come up hereafter, he had no objection that 
ij should be withdrawn as it was nearly the same as the pre- 
amble, although it would meet but little opposition in the 
convention in case the preamble was adopted. He was fully 
aware that a vast deal of scientific information was to be ob- 
tained at West Point, but when it was known that the insti- 
tution, was odious to the people, and when it was ascertained 
that this scientific information could be obtained as well 
at our seminaries of learning, he thought it was at least pro- 
per that the matter should be noticed by this convention. 

Maj. Caldwell considered the Military Academy an aris- 
tocratic institution, as no one could get his child admitted to 
it unless it was through the favor of some member of Con- 
gress or higher officer of the government, and hoped that 
both the preamble and resolutions would be adopted as they 
stood. He had no idea of seeing an institution kept up in 
the country where none but favorites could be admitted, and 
where they asked even to have houses built to train their 
cavalry in, to keep them out of the sun. 

Mr. Foulke hoped that the gentleman would withdraw 
his motion, and then the preamble might be so modified as 
to meet the views of all. He was not for destroying the 
Academy at West Point, but he was in favor of remedying 
some of the abuses which had grown up there. 

Gen. Diller then again read over the preamble and asked 
if there was any thing in it more than mere suggestion. He 
was fully impressed with the opinion, that this Military 
Academy was a nuisance which ought not to be supported 
by the free people of this country, but still he did not pro- 
pose immediately to abolish it, without proposing some sub- 
stitute more in accordance with our frame of government. 
He thought however it was proper to draw the attention of 
the ae of the country to it; and now that the military of 
the Keystone state had’ met in convention for the purpose of 
proposing some change in regard to our military system, he 
considered it a proper occasion to bring this subject forward, 
as this Academy isa barrier. 

Capt. Tustin suggested the propriety of agreeing to strike 
gut the resolution and leave the preamble stand as at present ; 
that in his opinion would meet the views of every gentle- 
man present, and he hoped the suggestion would be acceded 
to. 

Gen. Goodwin then withdrew all objection to the pream- 
ble, when 

The preamble was adopted, and all the resolutions were 
agreed to with the exception ofthe one in relation to the 
Military Academy at West Point ; which was withdrawn. 

The blank in the first resolution was filled with “ nine,” 
when the Chair appointed the following gentlemen upon the. 
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committee under said resolution :—Maj. Gen. Davis, Maj. 
Gen. Geo. M. Keim, Brig. Gen. A. Provost, Adj. Gen. A. 
Diller, Brig. Gen. Goodwin, Col. W. Foulke, Capt. Edw. 
toberts, Maj. Frederick Hambright, Col. John Thompson. 


{Communications on Military affairs are to be addressed 
to the Adjutant General, at Philadelphia, and franked accord- 
ing to the act of Congress, or post paid.] 

The Convention then adjourned to meet at 3 o’clock this 
afternoon. 


AFTERNOON—3 O’CLOCK. | 
The convention met at three o’clock, when the President 
laid before the body the following letter from Capt. Partridge, 
of Windsor, Vt., which was laid on the table. 


Norwicu, Vt., May 12th, 1841. 


Dear Sir :—The interest I have long felt in the improve- 
ment ef the Citizen So/dier of our country, will, I trust, con- 
stitute an apology for addressing you. I have witnessed 
with great pleasure, the efforts that have been made for the 
improvement of this great constitutional bulwark of our li- 
berties, and independence, by means of Military Conven- 
tions, and am particularly gratified with the arrangements 
for the state Military Convention, to be assembled at Harris- 
burg in June next. I have no doubt that the wisdom of its 
proceedings, will be well worthy of the high character of the 


citizen soldier, of the great and patriotic state whose interest . 


it will represent. The enlightened and patriotic framers of 
the Constitution undoubtedly contemplated the militia, as the 
constitutional military defence of the country, and conse- 
quently, invested Congress with full power to render them 
in every respect efficient for the discharge of the high duties 
imposed upon them. The first step towards rendering this 
militia effective, must be the providing them with correct 
instruction. Without this they cannot improve; especially 
in the higher branches of military science. This instruction 
will necessarily involve expense, and this expense ought to 
be defrayed from the public Treasury of the United States, 
and the people of the States not be taxed for that purpose— 
as at the adoption of the Constitution they consented to 
transfer the public revenue to the General Government, to 
which provision for the public defence was entrusted. And 
I ask, would not the public defence be more constitutionally 
and effectively provided for by means of a well organized 
and disciplined citizen soldiery, of nearly two millions of 
patriotic and gallant freemen, than by any other means? | 
leave the answer to every patriotic American. 


I take the liberty to send you herewith a portion of the 
roceedings of the Vermont military convention, first assem- 
bled at Norwich on the 4th of July, 1838, containing the 
lan this convention recommended for the improvement of 
the militia. Also the synopsis of a lecture delivered by me 
at Windsor, Vt. in June, 1821, 0n the subject of national de- 
fence. Also the Citizen Soldier of February 19th, 1841, 
containing a communication from me, relative to the plan of 
military and naval operations we ought to adopt in case of 
another war with Great Britain, These documents are 
placed at your disposal to be presented to the military con- 
vention should you think propertodo so. I should be very 





happy to be furnished with a copy of the proceedings of the 
convention so soon as they are published. Please present 
my best wishes to the convention and believe me to be with 
much respect your obedient servant. 
, A. PARTRIDGE. 
a President of the Military Convention, at Harrisburg, 
a. 

P. S. I also send you a memorial on the subject of the Mi- 
litary Academy at West Point. Aa Pe 

Referred to the Central Committee. 

A number of other communications were received from 
highly respectable officers approving of the objects of the 
convention and urging improvement and uniformity amongst 
the military. | 

Capt. Roberts’ company of Dauphin Guards was then in- 
troduced into the convention; when appropriate seats were 
assigned the members of said corps. 

Col. Duffield then rose by request and addressed the con- 
vention at considerable length, with a view of bringing to 
the notice of the officers present the extraordinary difficul- 
ties which they had to encounter in some portions of the 
county of Philadelphia in attempting to carry out the present 
militia law. He stated that there were a large number of 
persons there opposed to military trainings, and they took 
every means in their power to bring the military into disre- 
pute and cast ridicule upon them. ‘These persons frequently 
appeared on the parade grounds in fantastic dresses, and 
when the officers attempted to make them do duty, they 
raised riots and mobs. When they attempted to collect 
fines from these persons they would permit their property 
to be sold for the fines, and then bring suits against the offi- 
cers who had their goods sold, for damages in consequence 
perhaps of some informality, and in every case the civil offi- 
cers of the commonwealth were either opposed to them in 
the prosecution or refused to render them their aid. In fact 
they were met at every step with difficulties, in attempting 
to enforce the law, and when it was known, that this was the 
case, he trusted that every gentleman here and every other 
military man in the state would use their best exertions to 
bring about a change in our militia system. Col. D. pro- 
ceeded at length, and depicted in glowing colors, the defects 
of the present militia system, and urged upon every gentle- 
man present the necessity of using every exertion to bring 
about a reform. | 

Gen. Diller then stated that the convention which had met 
in January last appointed a committee to procure the publi- 
cation of a newspaper devoted to the interests of the citizen 
soldier of the nation. That committee had failed in procu- 
ring such a publication. He trusted however that another 
committee would be appointed to effect that object, as they 
had two military publications laid before the convention, the 
one published in Vermont, and the other by Huddy & Duval, 
of Philadelphia. He believed that the circulation of either 
or both of those papers would have a good effect in doing 
away with the burlesque which was every where attempted 
to be thrown upon the militia, the national guards upon 
which we must all rely in time of danger. He trusted that 


‘every military man in the state would use his exertions to 


bring about some reform, and never give up his exertions 






































> om 


° —_— = ._ ——— 


_ mee 


a > 


12 United States MWilitarn Magazine. 


VOL. 3. 








until something was effected, which would place the militia 

on a respectable footing. 

Col. Duffield then laid before the convention the following 
letter from Huddy & Duval: 

To the Military Convention meeting at Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania. 
GENTLEMEN :—The undersigned publishers of the United 

States Military Magazine most respectfully beg leave to pro- 

ose, | 

‘ That should this convention come to the conclusion to 

have a military newspaper or periodical published,and should 

their Magazine be selected for that purpose; on’obtaining a 

subscription for 500 copies (independent of their present 

list) the same would be issued monthly as usual at $5 per 
year, payable in advance, with 2 plates colored, instead of 
$10 which it now costs. All the necessary arrangements 
would be made in the edition to. suit the objects that this 
convention may have in view. 
Respectfully yours, &c. 
HUDDY & DUVAL. 

Mr. Huddy said, that in submitting this communication to 
the body, he had not done so, with any desire to induce gen- 
tlemen to refrain from taking the “Citizen Soldier.”” He 
had laid this prospectus before the convention, together with 

a specimen of the work which he published, and he would 

merely add, if gentlemen saw proper to. patronize the work, 

that he should endeavor to do justice to them, and he should 

particularly endeavor to do justice to this convention. A 

committee had been appointed on a former occasion to pro- 





cure the publication of a paper, to advance the interests of 
the military of Pennsylvania, but that committee had never 
called upon him or his partner, in relation to the matter, and 
he would now merely beg leave to say, that if gentlemen 
were desirous of effecting this object, he would furnish them 
with a cheap, and he trusted, a worthy publication. 

On motion of Capt. Perkins it was 

Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed to pro- 
cure the publication of a Military Magazine, whereupon the 
chair appointed the following gentlemen upon said commit- 
tee : 

Gen. Diller, Maj. Baily, Col. Thompson of Philadelphia, 
Capt. Roberts, Maj. Jameson, Capt. Carpenter, Col. Bartle, 
Capt. Fritz and Capt. Page. 
~ Col. Jameson of York being called upon addressed the con- 
vention at considerable length and with much ability. 

On motion of Mr. Duffield, a vote of thanks was tendered 
to the commissioners of Dauphin county, for the use of the 
Court House. 

On motion of Capt. Ott, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be and they 
are hereby. tendered to the President and officers.of the con- 
vention, for the able and impartial manner in which they 
have conducted its deliberations. | 

_ On motion, it was 
Resolved, That the proceedings be published. 
On motion, 
Adjourned, sine die. 
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THE “DEKALB RIFLE GUARDS.” 


OF CAMDEN, SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The “Dekalb Rifle Guards,’ was.founded by James Polk 
Dickinson, on the second Saturday, the 13th day of June, 
1840. Kershaw district is famed in Revolutionary annals 
for the battles of Hobkirk, Kirkwood and Gum Swamp, 
(commonly called Gates’ defeat) at which latter place the 
gallant Dekalb, (the patron hero of the corps) over whom 
the citizens of Camden, have built a chaste and superb 
monument expired in the arms of glory—Camden had been 
previous to this battle the head-quarters of Cornwallis, and 
had also been frequently cursed with the foraging parties of 
Tarleton, and the theatre of many petty but bloody ren- 
counters between the whigs and tories. The district, as if 
inspired by its Revolutionary associations, has ever been dis- 
tinguished for its martial spirit and enthusiasm, and in the 
last war with Britain, sent one of the finest corps into the 





service that had probably ever enlisted under any banner. 
This gallant Rifle company numbering one hundred and fifty 
rank and file, was commanded by Capt. Chapman Levy, a 
zealous and able officer, and it was during the service alike 
remarkable for its martial appearance and skillful discipline. 
When troops were required from the Southern states, in 
1836, to quell the insurrection of the Seminoles in Florida, 
and a call was made for volunteers upon the Kershaw Regi- 
ments, the whole regiment to a man marched forward, 
and it was actually necessary to draft them, not to see who 
should go; but who should stay at home. At the time of 
the organization of the “Dekalb Rifle Guards,” there was 
but one volunteer company in the district—a troop of horse, 
and that ill uniformed and equiped. There had been in 
1833 four volunteer companies, but the nullification party 
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struggles dismembered them, and since that time the im- 
mense emmigration westward had dissuaded any one from 
attempting to re-establish them until after the return of the 
Florida Volunteers. An effort was then made to form a 
Rifle corps; but failed from the paucity of the Camden beats 
from which the volunteers principally came. This difficulty 
was avoided by Capt. Dickinson, who induced a sufficient 
number of the citizens of Camden, who by their ages and 
offices were exempt from military duty, to resolve themselves 
into a Volunteer Corps with an understanding that as soon as 
the company was organized they might retire from the ranks, 
and leave their places to be supplied by volunteers from the 
large country beats, who might come in at their leisure and 
subscribe to the orderly’s roll. This “Ruse de guerre’’ 
succeeded admirably, and the following officers were elected 
by permission of the Col. of the Regiment, and by him duly 
commissioned on the spot. 


JAS: POLK DICKINSON, CAPTAIN. 
Josu. W. Dosy, 1st. Lieutenant. Kerra $8, Morrat, 2d Lieut. 
Antuony M. Kennepy, 3d Lieutenant. 


There being several candidates for orderly, the Captain gave 
permission to the company to elect their officers by ballot, 
which was done and resulted in favor of W. B. Johnson. 


The Captain then made the following appointments of 
non-commissioned officers. 
Thos: E. Shannon, Ensign and Judge Advocate. 
M. M. Levy, Secretary, Treasurer and Armorer. 
B. B. Salmond, Quarter-Master. 
Dr. E. H. Anderson Jr., Surgeon. 
J. B. Goodlad, Collector. 


Sergeants. Corporals. Color Guards. 
W. B. Johnson. J. P. Shiver. Jos:C. M’ Willie. 
E.G. Robertson. F’. Gregorie. W. J. Gerald. 
P.T. Villepigue. W. Severns. W. Boykin. 


G. S. Douglas. A. Johnson. C. Haile. 
G. W. Gilman. L. W. R. Blair. 
The first parade of the company was on the 4th of July 
following, when they adopted their Constitution and By- 
Laws. In October they paraded in full uniform.—On 
Christmas-eve they partook of a splendid supper given by 
the Captain, to which the town and district were generally 
invited. The 8th of January they celebrated witha Mili- 
tary Ball, which was attended by all the beauty and fashion 
of the place. The decorations of the ball room were in a 
style never before equalled in Camden, and the supper table 


was loaded with the richest and most costly viands. The 
27th of March, 1841, the Regimental parade was, however, 
the most remarkable day in their annals, and long will it be 
remembered by every member of the company with pride 
and gratitude. It was the day appointed by the Ladies for 
rewarding their gallantry with the gift of a stand of Colors, 
embroidered by their own fair hands. After the exercises 
of the day, the regiment was drawn up in close order in 
front of the “Dekalb Monument,” while the spacious porch 
of the Church adjoining and numerous carriages in the circle, 
as well as the piazza’s and windows of the adjacent houses 
were crowded with the beauty and fashion of the town and 
surrounding country, all assembled to witness the imposing 
ceremony and add inspiration to the martial scene. The 
monument was decorated with evergreens and standing on 
its base his Excellency Governor Richardson, in the name 
of “the Ladies of Camden,” presented the Flag to Captain 
Dickinson, who received and then transmitted it to Ensign 
Shannon; each of these gentlemen on the occasion made an 
impressive and appropriate address. After the ceremonies 
at the monument, the Governor and suite with a number of 
invited guests, partook of a sumptuous banquet at “Gifford’s 
Hall,’’—and thus ended this memorable day in the annals of 
the “Dekalb Rifle Guards,”’ and may their banner, the gift 
of affection, virtue and beauty, ever inspire in its followers 
devotion, valor and patriotism, to fulfil the motto on its 
folds, “Libertatem cui Dekalb moricbatur studiose ser- 
vabimus.” 

The following are the present officers of the company. 


JAMES POLK DICKINSON,—Caprain. 


Lieutenants. 

J. W. Dosy, 
K. S. Morrar, 
A. M. Kennepy, 
T, E. SHANNon, 


Sergeants. 
W. B. Jounson, 
E. G. Rosertson, 
P. T. VILLEPIGUE, 
G. S. Dovetas, 
G. W: Gr_Man, 


Secretary, Treasurer & Qr. Master Sergeant—S. E. Capers. 
Colour Guard,—W. J. Greraxp, Colour Sergeant. 


B.B.Satmonp, } Corporals. 

L. R. Buarr, | oe J. B. ALEXANDER, 

4 C oe - Corp eagle ba = Hueuson, 
. BorKIN, | . SEVERNS, 

C. Harte. J A. JouNson, 


J. L. Rew. 
Judge. Advocate, C. Harte, Esa. 
Surgeon, Ek. H. Anprerson, M. D. 


Notre.—The Poetry dedicated to the “Dekalb Rifle Corps,”’ was unavoidably crowded out; it shall appear in our next. 
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CHESTER COUNTY TROOP. 


Tue First Troop, of Chester County, was organized in 
the western part of Chester County, in 1833, on the 22nd of 
February, under the command of Capt. SAM’L. SHERER; 
the officers at present, are: 

Captain—SAM’L. HOLMAN. 

1st Lieutenant—Frep’x. Hotman. 

2nd Lieutenant—Jno. SHULER. 
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Cornet—Sam’t. H. WooLerron. 

Ist Sergeant—Jacos BARBOWER. 

2nd Sergeant—Jacos 8S. WorMAN. 
Srd Sergeant—WiLL1AM BRowNBACk. 
4th Sergeant—Joun Moses. 

Quarter Master—Jacos CHRISTMAN. 











A SKETCH FROM 


THE HISTORY OF OUR REVOLUTION. 


a 





BY JAMES REES, 





In life how weak: how helpless is a woman! 
Soon hurt, in happines itself unsafe.— Young. 


Ir was ona cold tempestuous night in the dreary, cheerless 
month of December, while the snow lay nearly a foot deep, 
and a storm of unusual violence reigned without, that our 
little household was disturbed by a loud knocking at the 
door. We lived in a part of the country thinly settled, the 
warlike aspect of our land and the inundation of British 
troops rendered every part, one of alarm, if not of danger. 
Philadelphia at that period was in the hands of the ruthless 
invaders, and our beloved Washington with a handful of pa- 
triots, was stationed at Valley Forge.. Within ten miles of 
the latter place, on the Banks of the Schuylkill, stood and 
stands to this day, the house in which I was born, and in 
which the events occured I am about to narrate. 

I was then a lad, about eight years of age, and with my 
mother and two little sisters, were seated around the social 
hearth. My father, about this time, was deeply implicated in 
some business of a mysterious nature, connected as we suppos- 
ed, with the British; but the good understanding which exist- 
ed between him and the American army, at the Valley Forge, 
led us to believe he was as much in favor of the one party 
as the other. But to return: we all started on our feet, and 
cried, “is it you father??? A voice from without answered, 
“yes, open the door.”? Ina moment it was opened, and we 
all rushed towards it and met, full face to face the strange 
forms of two ill looking ruffians. A scream from my little 
sisters, and a start of astonishment from me, followed this 
intrusion and we hid ourselves under the old oak table. “A 
cold night, madam,” one of them observed, as they took 
possession of our fire place, with as much sang froid as if 
they were the ostensible owners. My mother stood like a 
statue—a fatal presentiment seemed to come over her that 


some evil would result from this visit. One of the men was 
tall, and the mark of a villian was stamped upon his coun- 
tenance. He was apparently about thirty years of age. 

The other was much younger—yet the most diabolical look- 
ing scoundrel I ever laid eyes on, before or since. The re- 
membrance of their looks still haunt my imagination, and I 
constantly shudder when I gaze upon persons resembling 
them. These early impressions are not easily eradicated, 

particularly when assimilated with circumstances of a horrid 
nature. 

“Well madam, let us have something to eat, and the 
bottle, such a night as this, would not be unacceptable; so 
out with it!” 

“You shall have, sirs, whatever there is in my house; 
but as [ am a lone woman, [ would much rather you would 
pursue your journey, a mile hence there is a respectable inn, 
where you can find every thing more comfortable, and cer- 
tainly more plentiful than you will here.’ 

“And thatinn is the nearest dwelling is it??? This 
was asked in a peculiar significant tone. 

“ Yes Sir, it is.”’ 

“Ump h—all is well then.” 

The remains of our supper was placed before them of 
which they eat voraciously. 

After they had finished, the big man turned to my mother, 
and observed aloud, “a d d fine looking woman.”’ The 
other nodded assent, and they commenced a conversation 
in a whisper, not a word of which I heard. I could see the 
eolor forsake my mothers cheeks as she cast her eyes around 
the room, and we little folks crept further into the corner, 
where we had first taken refuge. “ Where is your husband, 
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good woman?” continued the first speaker. “Gone to the 
city,’ she answered. “To the city—aye, aye, he is in 
league with Howe,I presume.’? “He is gone, sir, on bus- 
iness, the nature of which I am unacquainted with.”’ His 
busirfess, madam, is known to us; he is a spy.”— 

‘¢A spy! my husband a spy! never!” 

«What else is he, then? does he not reside on the Ameri- 
can side? is he not, and are you not under the protection of 
the Americans? (I?ll alarm her, Bob, addressing his com- 
panion,) and is he not, according to your own statement, on 
his way to furnish the British with such information as he 
has traitorously received from wus? (d nit Bob, I am 
getting patriotic. Bob whispered in his ear, and he continu- 
ed.) Such men must be made an example of, and it shall be 
my business to see that he swings on the first tree near to 
where he is caught.”? A loud scream from our mother caus- 
ed us to run from our hiding place and cling to her, as she 
was in the act of falling. Our appearance reassured her, and 
she overcame the shock the villains words had caused. 
The younger man observed to the other, “Jack, this 
wont do.”’ 

These words had some effect upon the callous scoundrel, 
who altered his tone and manner. They then talked upon 
other subjects, and to our mutual relief spoke of proceeding 
on their journey. 

But this was only a calm to prepare for astorm. Their 





policy was merely to hush our fears, for the purpose of 


carrying into effect their diabolical designs; for as my mother 
was passing by the tall man, he caught her in his arms and 
attempted to kiss her. I ran out and stood before him, and 
looking up with a countenance marked with astonishment, 
shouted out, “Why, Sir, his is my mother.”” These words 
uttered with all the volubility of youthful indignation, I 
thought would have had some effect, but to my great surprise 
he laughed at me, and said “he presumed it was.”’ 

‘‘Unhand me ruffian” exclaimed my mother, “how dare 
you abuse my hospitality thus, and insult a lone and defence- 
less woman!”’ 

“We will not abuse you madam, we only intend to exer- 
cise a right, power gives us over such a fine specimen of 
female beauty. 

“You dare not—let me go, villains! nor touch me at your 
peril.” “Foolish woman! what avails this? you had much 
better yield to gentle force than urge us touse brutal. “God 


in heaven protect me! is there no hope???’ One of the vil- 
lains opened the stair door, while the other seized her in his 
powerful arms. We now all screamed out simultaneously, 
while mother cried murder. They bid us shout away, it 
would answer as echo to the winds without. They were 
now dragging her across the room, when I thought I heard 
the sound of feet. I redoubled my eries.—The struggle of 
our mother retarded their attempts to get her up stairs. The 
noise we made kept every sound from without; and, to my 
astonishment, I described a tall powerful man standing at 
the door, which he had partly opened. As soon as he caught 
a view of the transaction within, he, in a voice of thunder, 
bid the ruffians unhand the woman. Had a flash of light- 
ning struck them, the effect could not have been more in- 
stantaneous. They loosened their hold, and made a motion 
as if to attack the stranger; but he deliberately pulled out a 
pistol, and bid them stand. In a moment.the room was fill- 
ed with American soldiers. He who appeared to be their 
commander bid them seize the two men and carry them off 
to the Valley Forge. “We shall,’”’ said he, “set an example 
to deter others from committing similar offences.”” ‘They 
were immediately secured and taken away.’” “Our time, 
madam,”’ continued he, addressing our mother, “will not 
permit us to stay; two of my soldiers, on whom you can 
rely for protection, will remain here until your husband re- 
turns, which will be in the morning; I saw him but a few 
hours ago.”” 

We all started at this information, which implied a more 
perfect knowledge of our father than we had ourselves. They 
all soon after left the house, with the exception of the two 
young men who were ordered to remain with us. While 
they were seated at the table, eating what we had to put be- 
fore them, mother asked the name of her deliverer. They 
looked as much astonished as we did when they first entered 
the room. “And do you not really know him, good woman?”” 
“I do not indeed, Sirs—to my knowledge I never saw him 
before this night.”” “Then, madam, it 1s the first time yon 
ever saw our General.”’ “What is his name, Sir???—“His 
name is Washington, and I think you have good reason to 
remember him the longest day you live.”,———And so will I; 
for his image will never be effaced from my memory. 

We also had the pleasure to learn that our father was ac- 
tively engaged in the cause of the liberties of our country, 
and was in the full confidence of the Commander and chief. 
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THE BROTHERS: 


A TALE OF THE REVOLUTION. 





BY GEORGE W. HASKINS. 





“ Dorante.—Eh bien! que veux-tu dire? Tarte a la creme! 
‘‘Le Marquis.—-Parbleu! tarte a la creme, chevalier.”—Moliere. 


It was at the close of a beautiful day in October, 1777, 
that a solitary horseman might have been seen wending his 
way along the beautiful banks of the silver Horicon.* ‘There 
was nothing about his appearance which betokened the sol- 
dier, unless we except the heavy pistols at his saddle bow, 
the general accompaniament of all travellers in those trouble- 
some times; for although nothing was to be feared from 
either of the contending armies, yet there were bands of 
predatory men, professing no allegiance to either party, and 
whose business was the levying of “black mail,’’ not only 
upon travellers, but even upon the settlers whose grounds 
lay in their course; and these wandering bands it was dan- 
gerous to encounter. The traveller, however, appeared to 
have no apprehension or fear, upon that score, for as he pur- 
sued his way, he alternately engaged himself with whistling, 
and half muttered exclamations at his horse whose stumbling 
lame gait, was evidently the consequence of a long journey, 
and hard usage. His rider was a tall, black haired, dark 
complexioned wiry knit man, whose every muscle seemed 
intended for trying service. “Come Colonel, come,’ he 
exclaimed with impatience, “bestir your lazy limbs! we 
never shall reach the rock at this gait. From appearances 
here the cow Boys have passed this way’’ continued the 
soliloquist, as his eye fell upon a ruin not far distant, whose 
still smoking ashes and blackened timbers, showed that the 
destroyer had been there. “If there is any thing I detest 
worse than that canting fellow my brother, its a cow boy, or 
a skinner, whose very existence is ever a curse to all with- 
in their range. But we must be near the rock; come Colonel 
my fine fellow your forage is near, or my eyes deceive me 
——’’ “Whu goes there!”? demanded a sentinel from a 
wood at the road side, at the same instant stepping forward 
so as to reveal the tall form, and glittering musket, of a sol- 
dier on post. “Halloo! Harry is that you” said he dismiss- 
ing his imperious tone of voice and saluting the traveller in 
a more endearing manner; “who expected to see you home 
so soon? We thought you would be pursuing the infernal 
yankees at the point of the bayonet. How’s that?”’ 

“Why only that they beat us out, that’s all. Burgoyne 
so played the fool in that proclamation of his, that instead of 


* A name since perverted to “ Lake George.” 


bringing over these people, he offended them in such a man- 
ner, that they first swore vengeance, and then kept their 
oaths by inflicting it upon us. Burgoyne has surrendered, 
and I hastened to bear the sad tidings to our friends. But 
come! I have fasted since yesterday, and poor Colonel has 
tasted nothing this day save a bite of old Horicon.”?” The 
sentinel gave a low whistle, and in a moment an answering 
one was heard at no great distance, immediately followed by 
the arrival of another party to the scene, who, after cordially 
greeting the stranger, conducted him deeper into the wood 
from which he had emerged. A person bearing the resem- 
blance of a menial, soon appeared and conveyed the horse 
away by another route, leaving the sentinel alone to pace his 
round. 

Let us now change the scene a mile or two down the lake. 
There might then, and perhaps still may be seen a large and 
spacious edifice, standing near the borders of the Lake, 
whose elegantly arranged ‘and splendidly cultivated grounds, 
showed the proprietor to be a man of some taste, if not con- 
sequence in the world. ‘The house had that about it which 
gave it theair of a hospitable asylum ; and as such it was now 
actually employed; for the family whose dwelling had been 
burned, and the ruins of which were observed by the travel- 
ler spoken of, were now staying for a few days with Mrs. 
Weston, which lady, and a few servants, had previously oc- 
cupied the house alone. Her husband and two sons were 
from home upon public service. The father and youngest 
son had their names enrolled in the armies of the Colonies, 
and the eldest we have just seen entering the hiding place of 
a British recruiting party, for in the person of the traveller 
we must recognise Harry Weston, a subaltern in the defeated 
army of Burgoyne. 

The party now assembled in the parlour of Mrs. Weston, 
consisted of herself, Mrs. Markham, and her daughter Emily. 
The two latter were the females of the family whose house 
had been devoted to destruction by the skinners. The head 
of the family, namely, Mr. Weston, was now daily expected 
home, as he had applied for a furlough some weeks previous, 
which had only been withheld in consequence of the Com- 
mander-in-chief being absent from head quarters, 
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